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caused the Bishop of Osimo, because lie declared that iu>
held his see of the Apostolic throne, to be struck on the
mouth, to have his beard plucked out, with other
shameless indignities. By his commands Conrad put
our honoured brother the- Bishop of Ostia in chains, and
rewarded his sacrilege with lands and honours; he
prohibited all appeals from the clergy to Eome
throughout the kingdom of Sicily. As to Philip
himself, he has eyer been an obstinate persecutor of the
church; he called himself Duke of Tuscany and Cam-
pania, and claimed all the lands up to the gates of the
city; he is endeavouring even now by the support ot
Markwald and of Diephold to deprive us of our kingdom
of Sicily. If, while his power was yet unripe, he so
persecuted the holy Church, what would he do if Em-
peror? It behoves us to oppose him before he has
reached his full strength. That the sins of the father
are visited on the sons, we know from holy writ, we
know from many examples, Saul, Jeroboam, Baasha."
The Pope exhausts the Old Testament in his pre-
cedents.

" Now, as to Otho. It may seem not just to favour
his cause because he was chosen but by a minority; not
becoming, because it may seem that the Apostolic chair
acts not so much from goodwill towards him, as from
hatred of the others; not expedient because he is less
powerful. But as the Lord abases the proud, and lifts
up the humble* as he raised David to the throne, so it is
just, befitting, expedient, that we bestow our favour
upon Otho. Long enough have we delayed, and
laboured for unity by our letters and our envoys; it
beseems us no longer to appear as if we were waiting
the issue of events, as if like Peter wo were denying the
truth, which is Christ; we must therefore publicly